s

Although the Bridge Road Bridge has been disfigured with concrete-slab

additions and an inappropriate fieldstone railing, its finely shaped and
dressed voussoirs, individually laid in thin-jointed mortar, are evidence
of its excellent workmanship (see Figures 46 and 47). The structure also

dlsplays on its upstream pler a well—proportloned rounded cutwater, whlch

.llnks 1t to c1a351c,_n1neteenth-century, Amer1can brldge des1gn (see
: Flgure 48) Ashlar-llmestone masonry and a Well—executed, pyramldal

_cutwater are seen on the two-arch Th1rd Street Brldge in Menomonee Falls

'f(P—67 717, another once—promlnent quarrylng and m1111ng center..
-Completed in 1899 by the 1ocal stonemason N P Lund, th1s brldge also hasf:
"experlenced unfortunate,_concrete-slab add:.t:l_ons4 (see F1gures 49 and _l:f

50)..

_The most 1mpre551ve ‘of the c1ty brldges 1s the Flrst Street Brldge
.(B—35 2) 1n Merrlll Completed 1n 1904 for a cost of about $9 200
fstructure was de51gned by Charles V.-Sheldon, who held an app01ntment as .

"c1ty eng1neer.46f Restlng on concrete p111ngs and foundatlon, each of the_h

brldge s three lofty, segmental arches clears a dlstance of 37 feet

maklng them the longest ‘series of stone—arch hlghway spans in the state
(see Figure 51). Their boldness is complemented by rock—faced, rubble-

granite masonry and angular, pyramidal cutwaters on the upstream piers,

- In keeping w1th the brldge s massive, -austere character, the blocky ring

stones form a restralned decoratlve pattern of alternating, single and
double voussoirs. Well designed and sympathetically preserved, the First
Street Bridge is the state's finest example of a stone-arch, municipal,

river crossing (see Figures 52 and 53).
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FIGURE 52: First Street Bridge (B-35-2), City of Merrill, c. 1907. (Source:
Merrill Public Library.) ‘
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FIGURE 53: First Street Bridge (B-35-2), City of Merrill. (Source: Jeffrey
A. Hess, 1985.)
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