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+  Challenges of Addressing Climate Change

The public policy issue

* Science Is complex and uncertainties
¥ are significant

* Impacts and associated costs are long-
term, but mitigation costs are near-term

+ « Lag between emissions and impacts,
but Impacts are effectively irreversible

— Focus this morning on science and economics
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+  Scientific Controversies????

Spent the last 9 months hearing about

« Stolen e-mails from Climatic Research Unit in UK
+ v’ Scientists cleared in five separate investigations

« Mistakes in the IPCC assessment reports
v Two factual mistakes found; do not affect conclusions
v Conducting review to improve IPCC processes

. * East Coast snowstorms

v “Because precipitation comes mainly from ... the
water vapour stored in the atmosphere, this has
generally increased precipitation intensity and the

risk of heavy rain and SNOW events.” (IPCC 2007)
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Latest NAS Report:
America’s Climate Choices

“A strong, credible
body of scientific

+ evidence shows that
climate change is

occurring, is caused Mvaﬂc"‘(% '(':‘g “Sw?gnccr?ango
largely by human :
activities, and poses

*  significant risks for a

broad range of human

and natural systems.”
-- June 2010
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Key Findings g
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*  The Bottom Line

climate change is happening now and it's
happening in our own backyards and it affects
the kinds of things people care about.”

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, NOAA Administrator
GCRP Press Conference, June 2009
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+  NOAA’s Latest on State of Climate

These indicators all increase in a warming world
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+ State of the Climate (cont.)

hese indicators LI
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+  Cost Estimates Vary widely

Figure 2—Projections ofAIlowance Prices
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+  GDP Impacts of House-Passed Bill

. Figure I—GDP Impacts over Time
GDP (and household .

Income) continue to
grow robustly in all

models
* In 2030, the same wm/ faso.
level of GDP growth E [ $245- /
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+ case would be . " horwingos || iii ;‘
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+  Conclusions

* Given the overwhelming scientific
evidence, the risks of not acting would
+ appear to far outweigh the costs of
acting now.

* Final advice: "Avoid the unmanageable
and manage the unavoidable”

<% | Global



*  For More Information

www.pewclimate.org




